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Hercules adlliance set to break new

ground

The prolongation of the Hercules research programme is pushing the bounds
in marine engine technology, and the next set of results will ultimately help

strengthen Europe’s product offering

s the most ambitious and
collaborative
kind, the

continuation of the Hercules programme

long-running
endeavour of its

into a fourth, major phase of study denotes
a further raising of the bar in terms of the
technological challenges addressed.

Moreover, as the three preceding stages
have generated the biggest practical yield ever
from any EU-funded research in the field of
marine engineering, the latest Hercules-2
project holds out the firm prospect of
outcomes being quickly manifested in
products and methodologies.

Maintaining core partner alliances forged
and tempered through the Hercules-A, -B and
-C stages from 2004 to 2014, Hercules-2 was
launched in May 2015 with a three-year work
plan. It aims to build upon and surpass the
targets of the previous phases, going beyond
state-of-the art.

At thisyear’s CIMAC Congress, an overview
of the entire and sustained endeavour was
delivered by Nikolaos Kyrtatos, the coordinator
of each stage of the programme.

Professor Kyrtatos, from the Laboratory
of Marine Engineering at the National
Technical University of Athens (NTUA),
identified the overarching target of
Hercules-2 as the development of a
fuel-flexible marine engine, optimally
adaptive to changing operating conditions
and requirements.

The new phase of the programme
the EU’s
sponsored research for pan-industry,

exemplifies drive in
multidisciplinary collaboration and scale.
It involves 35 participating organisations
from 10 EU countries and also non-EU
Switzerland, a fountainhead of large
marine engine technology. Besides the 32
partners from industry and academia, the
user community is represented through
an EXAG (external associates group)
comprising fleet operators Hapag-Lloyd,
AP Moller-Maersk, and Costamare.
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Professor Nikolaos Kyrtatos, director of the
Laboratory of Marine Engineering at the
National Technical University of Athens

(NTUA), and co-ordinator of the Hercules
programme

Hercules is the outcome of the joint vision
of Europe’s two major players in the global
marine engine market, MAN Diesel &
Turbo and Wiirtsili Corporation. The idea
of a large-scale cooperative R&D project had
been discussed by companies on the sidelines
of the 2001 CIMAC Congress in Hamburg.
An EU-funded, pan-aerospace industry
project under way at that time provided
something of a template for the ensuing
Hercules-A initiative.

In his address to the 2016 CIMAC
gathering, Kyrtatos highlighted the
significance of the Hercules programme in
having brought MAN and Wirtsild together
for the first time to conduct a project with
commonly defined research areas, while
the companies independently maintained
specific product development targets. Such a
link between arch rival heavyweights would
have been inconceivable previously. The fact
that this alliance, starting in 2004, persists
today is an indicator of the effectiveness of

the project structure, project management
and results.

Professor Kyrtatos is unequivocal
as to the value of the work so far: “The
three completed projects Hercules-A,
-B and -C have cumulatively resulted in
38 patent applications and 91 scientific
publications. Other metrics of results
from the completed projects are a total
of 49 prototypes, with some prototype
systems tested onboard eight ships of
major operators Hapag-Lloyd, Maersk and
Wallenius. A total of 18 active products
resulting from the projects are presently
supported by the manufacturer partners”

Highlights of the programme have
included the demonstration in 2014, under
Hercules-C, of a 3% increase in engine
efficiency and an 80% reduction in NOx
emissions relative to 2010 commercial ‘best
available technology’ Furthermore, a world
record was achieved whereby a prototype,
experimental engine operated at 300bar
maximum cylinder pressure.

Important advances in technologies and
methodologies resulting from the Hercules
programme in relation to large engines have
embraced turbocharging, valve timing,
cylinder pressures, cylinder auto-tuning,
waste heat recovery (WHR), selective
catalytic reduction (SCR), exhaust gas
recirculation (EGR), scrubbers, tribology,
and advanced materials. More than 10
full-scale engine experimental set-ups have
been undertaken.

The priorities under Hercules-2, reflected
in the project's four working groups, are
the application of alternative fuels and
the optimisation of fuel flexibility for
seamless switching between fuel types; the
development of new materials to support
high-temperature component applications;
the development of adaptive control
methodologies to enhance through-life
engine performance; and an ambitious bid
to achieve near-zero emissions through
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